
                            

|  diyweddingsmag.com 94 

When we were designing save-the-dates for our wedding, I 

fell in love with any paper creation that turned into 

something else.  The whimsical style of these origami or pop 

up creations wooed me and I spent hours trying to think of 

something equally whimsical that wasn’t too difficult for 

grandma to make and didn’t break the bank. 

 

Enter my local mall’s brilliant creative department.  When 

we stopped by to see a movie, pinwheels covered every 

blank wall in the outdoor mall.  

Big pinwheels, small pinwheels, 

pinwheels that spelled out 

“Cheer” and “Love.” The light bulb clicked on.  These would 

be perfect as save-the-dates I thought and our small 

adventure began. 

 

The next few months was trial and tribulation, 

conversations with everyone I knew about how to mail a 

pencil in an envelope and water coloring flowers for hours 

while binge watching Netflix.  It was tedious, it was 

laborious, but it was well worth it.  For all you pinwheel 

fanatics who don’t want to go through the same trial and 

error, here’s how we did it. 
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Square Envelope Supplies: 

 Square save-the-date (both sides colored) 

 Instructions on how to make the pinwheel 

 A pencil with eraser 

 A push pin 

 

The Design: 

I water colored the floral pattern and the pink background 

for our save-the-dates and scanned the finished images into 

my computer, but there are plenty of other ways you can do 

it.  The easiest way to do something similar and unique is 

just to buy someone’s pre-made, pre-scanned watercolors.  

They’re beautiful, and they’re easy to use.  You can find 

them at Etsy here or just Google around for watercolor 

clipart. 

If you don’t want to do watercolors, try a graphic pattern 

and mix it up and do something modern.  Pinwheels love 

anything interesting.  If you’re completely challenged in the 

design department, try printing on already beautiful paper, 

like scrapbooking paper, or pretty stationary.  And if you 

really want to keep it free and easy, think about ordering a 

square invitation or save the date from Minted.  They 

already have gorgeous fronts and backs, all you need to do 

is customize! 

 

Whatever you do, both sides of your design should be full 

color.  Remember, some people won’t actually make the 

pinwheel and they’ll just stick your save the date on their 

fridge.  It has to look nice for them too. 
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Printing: 

Make sure your paper stock will bend, not fold.  Folded 

pinwheels are neat but they’re not nearly as cool as 

functional pinwheels.  We used 90lb watercolor paper for 

ours because we liked the texture better than typical 

cardstock, If you’re printing at home, test out a bunch of 

paper first to see what works best for you. 

 

There are many places you can get your save-the-dates 

printed.  We got ours printed and cut at Staples 

(remember to have a 1/4” bleed) and 80 two sided save-

the-dates cost us right around $100.  For us, that was 

easily worth the effort, the cutting, and the cost of ink.  

Hands down. 

 

Feel free to borrow the wording on these instructions.  

My only suggestion is to change the word fold to bend 

every other point toward the middle.  Some people, 

believe it or not, just don’t understand how pinwheels 

work, so you have to be clear! 

 

We ordered pencils from Oriental Trading company.  

Order extras!  They engraved our initials and wedding 

date on each pencil for very little cost, and the gold was a 

perfect addition. 

 

Initially we wanted to mail the pencils diagonally in our 

square envelopes.  Luckily we tested this a number of 

times (my sister received a TON of gold pencils in the 

mail) and the save the date paper was bent around the 

pencil every time. 

 

Your best option is to cut the pencils to the length of your 

envelope.  That way they will tuck nicely in the bottom of 

your envelope and (hopefully) stay out of the way of the 

machines. 

 

The push pin can be pressed into the end of the pencil 

eraser for storage while it’s being mailed. 
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Mailing: 

We used a 6.5 x 6.5” Square envelope, but you could eas-

ily use a smaller size if you would like.  In early 2016, a 

square envelope under an ounce cost 71¢ to mail.  When 

one is assembled, take it to the post office, weigh it and 

get an exact cost.  There are 71¢ butterfly stamps made 

for this exact purpose, and will save you the headache of 

sourcing postage.  But if you want to do mismatched 

postage like we did, there are a ton of beautiful stamps 

on eBay and Amazon. 

 

When you’re finally ready to send them off don’t just 

drop them off at the local mailbox store like I did!!  Take 

your save the date and invitation envelopes to the post 

office and ask that they be hand canceled so they don’t 

have to go through the machine.  Lots of our pencils 

made it to guests, but some were ripped out of the bot-

tom, probably as they went through the machines 

 

Make sure you tell guests to post their images of your 

pinwheel all around the country with your wedding 

hashtag!  So far ours have been a huge hit! 
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